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     Five pro-life Christians were arrested August 14, 2002 in Florence, S.C. for violating a

Florence city ordinance which requires a government-issued “Parade Permit” before any

person can display a hand-held sign, even on the public sidewalk.  The Florence City Police

arrested four men and one woman (ages 36 to 83 years old) at the corner of Palmetto and South Irby Streets.  The group had come to Florence as part of a five-day tour to several 

South Carolina cities and Charlotte, N.C. to display anti-abortion signs and distribute pro-life literature along public right-of-ways and sidewalks, classic freedom of speech, peaceable assembly, and religion activities - God-given rights, and protected by the U.S. Constitution.

     The definition of  “Parade” as defined in Florence City Code Sec. 19-40. Definitions. includes demonstrations “upon any street, including the sidewalk, park or other public place in the city.”  This definition is unconstitutionally overbroad.  Sec. 19-41 Permit required.  specifies that “No person” shall engage in a “parade” (as defined by Sec. 19-40.) “unless a permit shall have been obtained from the chief of police;...” (with two exceptions).  So, if

even one person sought to hold a campaign sign on Election Day on the sidewalk at a street corner, or one young adult wanted to hold up a car wash sign on the sidewalk; technically,

that individual could be required to first seek permission from the city government.

     Apparently, the God-given, unalienable liberties, and Constitutionally-protected rights of “freedom of speech” and “the right of the people peaceably to assemble,” as protected by the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and as guaranteed in principle by the Declaration of Independence, are not recognized in the City of Florence, South Carolina, unless the city government first grants their permission.  Such is the effect, in practice, of the “Parade Permit.”

     In two court hearings in Florence Municipal Court, a motion for dismissal based upon the city ordinance being unconstitutional was made by the attorney representing the five pro-life Christian defendants.  At the end of the second hearing, conducted February 19, this motion for dismissal was denied by the municipal court judge, and the case was scheduled for a judge-only trial to begin on April 29.

     Fittingly, the April 29 date scheduled for the trial is Holocaust Remembrance Day, 

a day remembered for the 6,000,000 Jews who were murdered in Germany’s death camps, but which could just as easily be applied to the 42,000,000 (and counting) Unborn Children

who have been murdered in America’s death camps, known as abortion centers.
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Florence police arrest abortion protesters

By DWIGHT DANA

Staff Writer 

FLORENCE -- Five members of an anti-abortion group were arrested 

Wednesday for refusing to sign a permit required by a city ordinance 

governing activities that run the gamut from parades to processions. 

The group, Columbia Christians for Life, assembled at Palmetto and 

South Irby streets at 11:30 a.m. Both children and adults held large 

placards with graphic pictures of fetuses and messages that denounced

abortion. 

The 30-member group had embarked on the first leg of a state tour that

began in Columbia called "Show the Truth-Establishing Bloodguilt." 

Their fourfold message, the sanctity of human life, the evil of abortion, 

chastity only and the gospel of Jesus Christ, was cut short with the 

arrival of city police. 

Group leader Steve Lefemine was adamant that the demonstration was 

constitutionally protected through First Amendment rights covering 

free speech and free assembly. He said city officials were notified 

Monday through a facsimile of the time and location of group's arrival 

along with another fax from a legal organization that outlined the law 

governing literature distribution and graphic pictorial displays in public. 

But city police officers told him he had to sign a permit before 

proceeding further. The permit, required by City Ordinance 19-40, 

covers "any parade, march ceremony, show, exhibition, pageant or 

procession of any kind, or any similar display or demonstration 

conducted in or upon any street, including the sidewalks, parks or 

other public places in the city." 

Lefemine taped his conversation with police with a hand-held recorder. 

He also summoned another member to videotape the activity which took 

place in front of a pawn shop. 

When officers were unable to persuade him to go to the city-county 

complex to sign the required form, Police Chief Anson Shells was 

called to the scene. Shells brought the permit for Lefemine to sign,

but he still refused. 

Lefemine was arrested, saying he was "very disturbed and distressed" 

that his constitutional rights were being violated. Three others were 

also arrested when they refused to put down their placards and leave 

the scene. 

Among them was 83-year-old David J. Lytle who was wearing a shirt 

that said "Repentance, Rescue, Reformation." His placard read,

"Innocent babies are killed by abortion, birth control. Some choices 

are just plain wrong." 

Also arrested was Dennis Green whose shirt said, "God bless America. 

He will never bless a nation that murders its preborn children. True 

patriots oppose the slaughter of young Americans." 

Green sat on the sidewalk. He told a police officer that he was 

obeying the law under the Constitution, adding caustically, "a doctrine 

that you are unfamiliar with." 

As police lifted Green to take him to a police van, Lytle's wife, 

Jeanette, 72, cackled, "Praise God, praise God, for having the 

courage they don't have." 

Shells said the permit that they refused sign is standard procedure 

under Ordinance 19-40. He said the purpose of the permit is so that 

police can be notified to provide protection and to also notify 

business owners. 

The police chief said the group members were not being denied their 

constitutional rights. He said signing the permit is mandated by the 

city ordinance and those involved were given an opportunity to do so, 

but they refused.
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