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    [excerpts, emphasis added]

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, during a luncheon in Buffalo on Wednesday, 

re-emphasized his view that women don't have a constitutional right to an abortion.

His belief flies against the court's majority decision in the 1973 case Roe v. Wade, which found a constitutionally protected right of privacy that covers abortion. "My votes in abortion cases have 

nothing to do with my pro-life views," Scalia said after his speech at the Hyatt Regency Buffalo. 

"They have to do with the text of the Constitution. And there is nothing, nothing in the Constitution 

that guarantees the right to an abortion."
continued…
The recurring theme throughout Scalia's 40-minute speech, and in answers to audience questions, 

was the importance of a strict, limited interpretation of the Constitution.

"It says what it says, and it ought not to be twisted," he said.

Scalia, who is the foremost conservative member of the Supreme Court, was appointed by President Ronald Reagan in 1986.

Scalia devoted the bulk of his speech to the clauses in the First Amendment that ensure government 

may not restrict people's religious practices, nor impose religion on anyone.

Judicial rulings on those clauses -- and the entire Constitution -- must be based on their text, 

the authors' original intent or historical practice, he said.

continued…
The appropriate way to deal with an issue that demands updating judicial precedent or the Constitution 

is by legislative action or, where appropriate, a constitutional amendment.

"We have an enduring Constitution, not a living one," Scalia said.

continued…
He dismissed the idea that abortion is a constitutionally protected right, but he also said the Constitution doesn't explicitly prohibit abortions, either. He indicated the issue ultimately should be decided by a 

constitutional amendment.

continued…  [ see full article at:  www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net/SCALIA-Buffalo-News-March-14-2002.doc    

                       or execute search at:  http://www.buffalonews.com/newslibrary/advanced ] 
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U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia's recurring theme 

was the importance of a strict interpretation of the Constitution.  
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