NEWS RELEASE                                  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   Thursday, September 11, 2003

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Contact, Steve Lefemine  ph. (803) 765-0916, CCFL@sc-online.net

                  FLORENCE CASE DISMISSED
  PROSECUTION BY CITY OF FLORENCE, SC OF FIRST AMENDMENT  

    CHRISTIAN PRO-LIFE PROTESTERS ENDED AFTER 12 MONTHS
                Florence City Police had arrested five Christians on August 14, 2002  

              while peaceably assembling and exercising their God-given, unalienable 

                     rights of free speech and freedom of religion on public sidewalks, 

                    for not having a permit from the city government of Florence, SC.
      It was learned yesterday that the Florence city prosecutor has decided to end the yearlong prosecution of five First Amendment Christian pro-life witnesses for Jesus Christ (Yahshua Messiah).  We give all praise and all glory to our Lord and Savior, Who alone is King of kings and Lord of lords now (1 Timothy 6:15).  In a letter to Florence Municipal Judge Donna Owens dated September 3, 2003, Florence City Prosecutor Kimberly Barr stated, “In light of the recent federal court opinion in Rider and Cox vs. City of Charleston, which was revealed to me by Mr. Salley in July, I have decided to nolle prosequi the aforementioned charges.”  Hallelu-Yah !  

     These five pro-life Christians (4 men, 1 woman; now aged 37 to 84 years old) were arrested for violating a Florence city ordinance which requires a government-issued ‘Parade Permit’ before any 

person can display a hand-held sign on a public sidewalk.  The group was in Florence as part of a 

five-day tour to several SC cities and Charlotte, NC to display anti-abortion signs and distribute 

pro-life literature along public right-of-ways and sidewalks - classic freedom of speech, peaceable assembly, and religion activities - God-given rights, protected by the US Constitution.

     In the 1776 Declaration of Independence, America's very right to exist was premised upon 

"the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God".   Governments are formed to secure the unalienable rights endowed by the Creator (God-given) including life and liberty, and including these spelled out 

in the First Amendment of the US Constitution:  1) peaceable assembly, 2) freedom of speech, and 

3) free exercise of religion. These unalienable, God-given rights have been on trial in Florence, SC.  While the unjust 12-month criminal prosecution of these five Christian patriots has now ended, that 

does not negate the chilling effect upon the exercise of First Amendment rights that has already taken place by the arrest, handcuffing, and brief imprisonment; and then 12-month prosecution, of five people.  We will seek the Lord in prayer, and counsel of Christian attorneys, concerning any future legal steps.

     Today “America Remembers” the calamity of September 11, 2001, when just under 3,000 men and women were horrifically murdered in one day, in a few hours’ time.  But how many Americans are remembering, or more importantly, repenting for the over 3,000 unborn Americans who are murdered by domestic terrorism every day in America’s abortion domestic terror centers !!  This is the American holocaust which the five arrested in Florence and the 25 others they were with were bearing witness to by their presence on the streets of Florence, for which they were persecuted.  George Mason, father of the Bill of Rights said in 1787, “By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence punishes national sins by national calamities.”  Abortion is a national sin.  September 11, 2001 was a national calamity.  When will America not only remember, but REPENT ??   When will America repent of her bloodguilt ??  (Ezekiel 35:6)
