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            FLORENCE TRIAL CONTINUED
                TRIAL OF FIRST AMENDMENT 

                ANTI-ABORTION PROTESTERS

                CONTINUED UNTIL AUGUST 8
                       Florence Municipal Court Judge 

                           Seeks Review of Charleston

                    and Travelers Rest (SC) Ordinances

              Declared Unconstitutional in March 2003 in

               Summary Judgment in a Federal Civil Case

     In the opening phase of today’s trial of five pro-life Christians who were arrested in Florence, SC on August 14, 2002 for picketing on a public sidewalk without a Parade Permit, defense attorney Larry Salley presented a legal argument which caused Florence

Municipal Judge Donna Owens to continue the case until a later date (August 8).

     Mr. Salley presented the recent (March 2003) Summary Judgment in a recent Federal Civil Case which declared “the Charleston Ordinance and the Travelers Rest Ordinance

[as] facially unconstitutional under the First Amendment...”  Judge Owens asked for copies of the Charleston and Travelers Rest Ordinances to review before issuing a ruling

on the applicability of this Federal Civil Case Summary Judgment to the current Florence

case.  Since these copies were not immediately available, Judge Owens continued the case until August 8, when she will issue her ruling.  She could at that time rule the Florence Ordinance to likewise be unconstitutional.  If she does not, and does not dismiss

the case, another jury will be picked August 11 for continuation of the criminal trial.

     The five pro-life Christians and defense attorney Salley are encouraged by Judge Owens’ 

consideration of this federal court judgment by US District Court Judge David C. Norton (Cox and Rider vs. City of Charleston, et al. and City of Travelers Rest, et al.) which ruled these two other South Carolina city ordinances unconstitutional, and it is our prayer, Lord willing, that the Florence ordinance would likewise be found unconstitutional, and this criminal case dismissed.

     It is the God-given, unalienable rights of free speech, peaceable assembly, and

free exercise of the Christian religion which are on trial in this case in Florence, SC.
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