 MEDIA ADVISORY                                          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   Tuesday, July 8, 2003

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Contact, Steve Lefemine  ph. (803) 765-0916, CCFL@sc-online.net

            FLORENCE NEWS CONFERENCE
           BEFORE TRIAL OF FIRST AMENDMENT 

                 ANTI-ABORTION PROTESTERS
                       Tuesday, July 15, 2003 - 9:30 AM

                         Florence City-County Complex

                        180 N. Irby Street, Florence, SC
Municipal Court trial of five Pro-Life Christians scheduled for 10:00 AM

                   Dismissal of Case Denied After Two Court Hearings

   Florence City Police arrested five Christians on August 14, 

  2002 while peaceably assembling and exercising free speech   

 and freedom of religion on public sidewalks without a permit 

                                from the government
     Five pro-life Christians were arrested August 14, 2002 in Florence, S.C. for violating a

Florence city ordinance which requires a government-issued ‘Parade Permit’ before any

person can display a hand-held sign, even on the public sidewalk.  The Florence City Police

arrested four men and one woman (ages 36 to 83 years old) at the corner of Palmetto and South Irby Streets.  The group had come to Florence as part of a five-day tour to several 

South Carolina cities and Charlotte, N.C. to display anti-abortion signs and distribute pro-life literature along public right-of-ways and sidewalks, classic freedom of speech, peaceable assembly, and religion activities - God-given rights, and protected by the U.S. Constitution.

     Steve Lefemine, director of Columbia Christians for Life said, “Apparently, the God-given, unalienable liberties, and Constitutionally-protected rights of the ‘free exercise’ of religion and ‘freedom of speech’ and ‘the right of the people peaceably to assemble’, as protected by the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and as affirmed in principle by the Declaration of Independence, are not recognized in the City of Florence, South Carolina, unless the city government first grants permission.  Such is the effect, in practice, of their ‘Parade Permit’.”

     In the 1776 Declaration of Independence, America's right to exist was premised upon                 "the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God".   Governments are formed to secure the unalienable rights endowed by the Creator (God-given) including life and liberty.  These rights include these spelled out in the First Amendment of the US Constitution:  1) the right to peaceably assemble, 2) the right to exercise freedom of speech, 3) the right to free exercise of the Christian religion.  These unalienable God-given rights are on trial in Florence, SC on July 15.

                                                                     - ### -

