Virginia House Passes "Personhood" Bill, though subject to Roe v. Wade

" The Republican-controlled House of Delegates voted 66-32 in favor of defining the word person under state law 
to include unborn children "from the moment of conception until birth at every stage of biological development." "
www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/14/us-virginia-personhood-idUSTRE81D1ZG20120214
PORTSMOUTH, Virginia | Tue Feb 14, 2012
________________________________________________________________________________________
    
The language of HB 1 which unfortunately delays and limits the bill's implementation in recognition 
of Roe v. Wade, effectively prevents immediate full implementation of the law if passed by the 
Virginia Senate and signed by the Virginia Governor.
  
However, at the same time, Roe v. Wade does say "If ... personhood is established," 
the pro-abortion case, "of course, collapses".
   
Establishing legal "personhood" at fertilization, with no "exceptions" DOES NOT VIOLATE 
ROE V. WADE, but in fact, actually satisfies the condition, as spelled out in Roe v. Wade, 
necessary to "collapse" the legal [sic] argument for "abortion", i.e., establishing "personhood"
for the "fetus" (at fertilization, with no "exceptions").

Steve Lefemine, pro-life missionary
dir., Columbia Christians for Life, Columbia, South Carolina
www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net, “Personhood Act” page
February 15, 2011
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HB 1 - Virginia House of Delegates

HB 1 Unborn children; construing the word "person" under Virginia law to include. 
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=121&typ=bil&val=HB1
SUMMARY AS INTRODUCED:  [ emphasis added ] 
   
Rights of unborn children.  Provides that unborn children at every stage of development enjoy all the rights, privileges, 
and immunities available to other persons, citizens, and residents of the Commonwealth, subject only to the laws and constitutions of Virginia and the United States, precedents of the United States Supreme Court, and provisions to the 
contrary in the statutes of the Commonwealth.

HOUSE BILL NO. 1
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+HB1
[ excerpts ]

4. The laws of this Commonwealth shall be interpreted and construed to acknowledge on behalf of the unborn child at 
every stage of development all the rights, privileges, and immunities available to other persons, citizens, and residents 

of this Commonwealth, subject only to the Constitution of the United States and decisional interpretations thereof by 
the United States Supreme Court and specific provisions to the contrary in the statutes and constitution of this Commonwealth.

5. As used in this section, the term "unborn children" or "unborn child" shall include any unborn child or children or the offspring 
of human beings from the moment of conception until birth at every stage of biological development.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

From Columbia Christians for Life:

CHILD-MURDER BY "ABORTION" CAN BE ENDED BY RECOGNIZING THE PERSONHOOD
OF PRE-BIRTH HUMAN BEINGS, AT FERTILIZATION, WITHOUT EXCEPTIONS.

Roe v. Wade does say "If ... personhood is established," the pro-abortion case, "of course, collapses":

Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973)  Findlaw.com.
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=410&invol=113
   

"The appellee and certain amici argue that the fetus is a "person" within the language and meaning of the Fourteenth Amendment.  In support of this, they outline at length and in detail the well-known facts of fetal development.  If this 
suggestion of personhood is established, the appellant's [ pro-abortion ] case, of course, collapses, 
[410 U.S. 113, 157]  for the fetus' right to life would then be guaranteed specifically by the Amendment." 
The appellant conceded as much on reargument. ... "
(AUDIO) "In Their Own Words" - U.S. Supreme Court
Actual audio excerpts of the second Oral Arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court
in the Roe v. Wade case (decision published January 22, 1973) - Argued on October 11, 1972
www.montanaprolifecoalition.org/approach.htm
Recognition of unborn children as persons is the "KEY" to overturning Roe v. Wade

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Reuters
  
Anti-abortion "personhood" bill advances in Virginia
www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/14/us-virginia-personhood-idUSTRE81D1ZG20120214
PORTSMOUTH, Virginia | Tue Feb 14, 2012 
[ emphasis added ] 

(Reuters) - Virginia lawmakers took a step toward outlawing abortion on Tuesday by approving "personhood" legislation that grants individual rights to an embryo from the moment of conception.

The Republican-controlled House of Delegates voted 66-32 in favor of defining the word person under state law 
to include unborn children "from the moment of conception until birth at every stage of biological development."

The measure now heads to the Senate, which is evenly split between Republicans and Democrats but with 
Republican Lieutenant Governor Bill Bolling wielding the tie-breaking vote.

Republican Delegate Bob Marshall, an abortion opponent who introduced the legislation, said the 1973 Roe v. Wade 
Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion in the United States would not have been rendered if Texas state law 
had regarded the unborn as a person "in the full sense."

"So this is a first step, a necessary step, but it's not sufficient to directly challenge Roe," Marshall said in a phone interview.

Virginia's approach differs from failed attempts to define a fertilized egg as a legal person in Colorado in 2008 and 2010 
and in Mississippi in 2011.

Virginia's effort avoids involving a constitutional amendment like those states, instead seeking changes throughout the legal code, said Elizabeth Nash, public policy associate at the Washington-based [ CCL: pro-abortion ] Guttmacher Institute, 
which studies reproductive health issues.

But she said the intent is the same, with the measure ultimately aimed at banning abortion, contraception and infertility 
treatment.

"Should this bill become law, it could have a far-reaching impact on women's access to health care," Nash said. "No state, 
as yet, has adopted anything like this."

Marshall said the measure does not have the authority to ban birth control or infertility treatment.

"Let's just say that the imaginations of the opponents are fertile, but their arguments are sterile," he said.

continued...
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Virginia House advances antiabortion 'personhood' measure
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/nationnow/2012/02/virginia-legislature-advances-personhood-anti-abortion-measure.html
February 14, 2012 
"The "personhood" bill, sponsored by Republican delegate Bob Marshall, overwhelmingly passed on a 66-32 vote in the Republican-controlled House."
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

         PASS PERSONHOOD NOW !!! – we are already 39 years and 53+ Million dead too late !            
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