President Reagan re-established full diplomatic relations with the Vatican in 1984, 

for the first time since 1867.

www.americanambassadors.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Publications.article&articleid=44
Jan 10, 1984 - The United States and the Vatican established full diplomatic relations for the first time in 117 years.  (AP, 1/10/98)(HN, 1/10/99)  

http://timelines.ws/20thcent/1984.HTML
Council of American Ambassadors

The Ambassadors REVIEW / Spring - 2001
United States-Vatican Diplomatic Relations: The Past and The Future

http://www.americanambassadors.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Publications.article&articleid=44
The Ambassadors REVIEW / Spring – 2001

[ Excerpts ]

“On January 10, 1984, when President Reagan announced the establishment of formal diplomatic relations with the Holy See, he appointed William A. Wilson, who had been serving as his personal representative to the Pope, as the first US Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Holy See. Ambassador Wilson was a well known business executive from California.”

“Rufus King was the last minister resident to the Papal States. He left his post in August 1867. Beginning in that year, it would not have been possible to fund such a diplomatic post, as Congress in that year prohibited the financing of any diplomatic post to the Papal authority. Furthermore, with the incorporation of the Papal States into Italy (following Garibaldi’s unification of Italy and virtual imprisonment of Pius IX), the United States would not have had a basis for its 

recognition, since control of territory was an intrinsic part of its original recognition of the Papal States. The international personality role of the Holy See and the unique role of the Pope himself were not part of the act of US recognition 

(at that time).”

Action by President Reagan

“Within months of President Reagan’s inaugural in 1981, it became known that he was looking into the challenges of establishing full diplomatic relations with the Vatican. One of the first steps taken by President Reagan was to obtain the 

repeal of the 1868 law which prohibited the expenditure of funds for an Embassy to the Vatican. He was successful in 

obtaining the repeal. There was no real opposition, and this was interpreted as a favorable sign for those who favored 

full diplomatic relations.”

“President Reagan moved quickly and on January 10, 1984, announced that full diplomatic relations between the 

United States and the Vatican had been established. The President did this over the opposition of the office of the 

Secretary of State.”

“What a difference 32 years could make! In 1952 there were demonstrations and loud opposition. In 1984, there 

were few manifestations against the Vatican or Catholicism. The nomination of Ambassador Wilson was approved 

by a landslide vote.”

“Since the Senate vote in 1984, there has been no opposition in the Senate to subsequent nominations. Several 

attempts were made to challenge the establishment of diplomatic relations in the courts; they were unsuccessful.”

“When Ambassador Lindy Boggs, the very popular fifth US Ambassador, took leave of her duties as Ambassador on 

March 1, 2001, 174 states recognized the Holy See. The structures of US-Vatican diplomatic relations are safe and sound.

“Opposition to the diplomatic role of the Holy See appeared on another front in 2000. A group of individuals and organizations attempted to influence the United Nations (UN) to reduce the status of the Observer Mission of the 

Holy See to that of a non-governmental organization (NGO). There was an avalanche of support for the Holy See 

to support its Observer status at the United Nations.”

“One of those speaking strongly in favor of the Holy See role at the UN was the Hon. George W. Bush, then the 

Governor of Texas. It is widely believed that the new Ambassador representing President George W. Bush, will 

begin his duties at the Vatican with a warm and welcoming reception.” 

United States-Vatican diplomatic relations were broken in 1867 after Roman Catholic involvement in the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln.

50 Years in the “Church” of Rome 

The Conversion of a Roman Catholic Priest

Charles Chiniquy

French-Canadian Ex-Catholic Priest (became born-again Christian and left Roman Catholicism)
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Chapter 55 

• My first visit to Abraham Lincoln to warn him of the plots I knew against his life

• The priests circulate the news that Lincoln was born in the Church of Rome

• Letter of the pope to Jeff Davis

• My last visit to the president

• His willingness to die for his nation's sake
Chapter 56 

• Abraham Lincoln a true man of God

• The assassination by Booth, the tool of the priests

• Mary Surratt's house the rendezvous of the priests

• John Surratt secreted away by the priests

• News of the assassination known in St. Joseph, Minnesota, three hours before it occurred

