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The Senate assembled at 10:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT. 

A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion by the Chaplain as follows: 

The Psalmist proclaimed: 

"Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be 

jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy."

(Psalm 96:11-12) 

Let us pray: 

O God, somehow Earth Day slipped by many of us last week. Yet that doesn't mean we fail to have a passion for the natural beauty and the incredible resources of this State we love. From the mountains to the seas, from forests and meadows to our rivers and lakes, we are surrounded by precious treasures. During these days when this Senate must understandably focus upon dollars and cents, don't let any of us, dear God, fail to recall the wondrous resources which already surround us--especially the treasure we have in the good people of South Carolina. Thank You, Lord, for all of Your marvelous riches! In Your name we pray.
Amen. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Amendment No. 75

Senator THOMAS proposed the following Amendment No. 75 (4657R050.DLT.DOCX), which was tabled: 

Amend the bill, as and if amended, Part IB, Section 80C, DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, page 482, 

by amending Proviso 80C.2. to read: 

/ 80C.2. (BCB/EB: Funding Abortions Prohibited)  No funds appropriated for employer contributions to the State Health Insurance Plan may be expended to reimburse the expenses of an abortion, except in cases of rape, incest or where the life of the mother is in jeopardy at risk and the termination of the pregnancy is incidental to the lifesaving intervention, and the State Health Plan may not offer coverage for abortion services or services incidental to abortion except as permitted by this paragraph.  The physician shall act in accordance with the standard of care to preserve both the life of the mother and the life of the pre-born child. / 

Renumber sections to conform. 

Amend sections, totals and title to conform. 

Senator THOMAS explained the amendment. 

Point of Order

Senator LEVENTIS raised a Point of Order that the amendment was out of order inasmuch as it was violative of Rule 24A. 

The PRESIDENT Pro Tempore overruled the Point of Order. 

Senator THOMAS explained the amendment. 

Senator LOURIE spoke on the amendment. 

Senator LOURIE moved to lay the amendment on the table. 

The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 24; Nays 17

AYES

Alexander                 Campbell                  Cleary

Coleman                   Courson                   Elliott

Fair                      Ford                      Hutto

Knotts                    Land                      Leatherman

Leventis                  Lourie                    Malloy

Martin, Larry             McConnell                 Nicholson

O'Dell                    Peeler                    Rankin

Scott                     Setzler                   Williams

Total—24

NAYS

Bright                    Bryant                    Campsen

Cromer                    Davis                     Grooms

Hayes                     Martin, Shane             Massey

McGill                    Mulvaney                  Reese

Rose                      Ryberg                    Shoopman

Thomas                    Verdin

Total—17

The amendment was laid on the table. 
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