2009-2010 State-Level Personhood (and other selected) Legislation:

- Including State-Level Personhood Bills and Constitutional Amendments 

- ALA, GA, MD, MISS, MONT, ND, OR, SC, VA

Including:  1) only principled pro-life Personhood Bills [except in the cases of Georgia and Virginia, see below]; and

                  2) both Bills in the States' Legislatures, and proposed State-Level Constitutional Amendments, 

                      all with NO EXCEPTIONS; i.e., declaring legal "Personhood" at fertilization  ( any "exceptions" 

                      fatally undermine the legal concept of legal personhood, as expressed in the very text of the 

                      1973 Roe v. Wade decision - http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=410&invol=113 )

(This report reflects State-Level Personhood (and other selected) Legislation filed through June 2009.)

1)  2009-2010 State-Level Personhood Legislation

     a)  Six states are known to have Personhood legislation filed in the State Legislatures for 2009:

     - Alabama, Georgia, Maryland, Montana, North Dakota, South Carolina (see each bill’s status further below)     

     - Alabama’s, North Dakota’s, and South Carolina’s filings are for Personhood Bills for statutory changes to each

       of their State's Code of Laws.
     - Georgia's, Maryland's, and Montana's filings are for Personhood Amendments to each of their State’s Constitutions. 

     b)  Two states are known to have Personhood ballot initiatives filed for 2009:

      - Mississippi, Oregon (see further details for each ballot initiative further below)

      - Mississippi has two different citizen petition drives (Initiative #24 and Initiative #26) to place a Mississippi 

        Personhood Constitutional Amendment on the ballot in 2010.

      - Oregon has a citizen petition drive to place an Oregon Personhood Constitutional Amendment on the ballot in 2010.

2)  2009-2010 State-Level other selected Legislation
    - Two states are known to have other principled pro-life legislation filed in the State Legislatures for 2009:

    - Georgia, Virginia (see each bill’s status further below)

    - Georgia’s bill asserts fetal personhood as a Georgia Legislature finding of fact:  "A fetus is a person ... from the 

      moment of conception". 

     - Virginia's bill does not assert legal personhood, but does assert:  “… the right to enjoyment of life guaranteed 

       by … the Constitution of Virginia is vested in each born and preborn human being from the moment of fertilization."
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

1)  2009-2010 State-Level Personhood Legislation

a) Six states are known to have Personhood legislation filed in the State Legislatures for 2009:

     - Alabama, Georgia, Maryland, Montana, North Dakota, South Carolina 
(1) Alabama (SB335) - Person, definition of for Code construction includes human being 

                                      from moment of fertilization (Sponsor: Senator Hank Erwin) 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/acas/ACASLogin.asp?SESSION=1049
- Call up Bills By Sponsor (Senator Erwin)

- Click on SB335, then click on  "View" to see SB 335 bill text       

First Reading -  02/10/2009; Pending Committee Action in Senate Judiciary   

(2) Georgia (HR 5) -  Paramount right to life; human beings; provisions - (six sponsors)

                                  Georgia Personhood Constitutional Amendment

www.broc.state.ga.us/legis/2009_10/sum/hr5.htm
- House Pre-filed - 11/18/2008

- First Readers - 1/16/2009

- Second Readers - 1/26/2009

(3) Maryland (HOUSE BILL 925) - Maryland Personhood Amendment (34 sponsors) 

                                                        Constitutional Amendment

http://mlis.state.md.us/2009rs/billfile/hb0925.htm
www.mdpersonhood.com/
www.personhoodusa.com/
- 2/12 - First Reading Health and Government Operations

- 3/13 - Hearing

(4) Montana (SB 406) - Montana Personhood Amendment; 

                                       Constitutionally define person (Sponsor: Senator Daniel McGee) 

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/laws09/law0203w$.startup  (enter SB 406)

Current Bill Progress:  Probably Dead  

[ underlined items below for SB 406 are linked on the Montana Legislative website ] 

(H) Died in Standing Committee 04/28/2009

(H) Motion Failed 03/30/2009 Y-51 N-47 (H) Judiciary

(H) Committee Vote Failed; Remains in Committee 03/27/2009 Y-9 N-9 (H) Judiciary

(H) Hearing 03/26/2009   (H) Judiciary

(H) First Reading 03/02/2009

(H) Referred to Committee 03/02/2009   (H) Judiciary

(S) Transmitted to House 02/26/2009      

(S) 3rd Reading Passed 02/26/2009 Y-26 N-24  

(S) Scheduled for 3rd Reading 02/26/2009      

(S) 2nd Reading Passed 02/25/2009 Y-26 N-23  

(S) Scheduled for 2nd Reading 02/25/2009      

(S) Taken from Committee; Placed on 2nd Reading 02/25/2009 Y-27 N-23 (S) Judiciary

(S) Motion Failed 02/24/2009 Y-24 N-26
(S) Hearing 02/19/2009   (S) Judiciary

(S) First Reading 02/09/2009

(S) Referred to Committee 02/09/2009     (S) Judiciary

(S) Introduced 02/09/2009

(5) North Dakota (H.1572) - North Dakota Personhood Bill (Sponsor: Rep. Dan Ruby)

www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/61-2009/bill-actions/ba1572.html

http://personhoodnorthdakota.com/

www.personhoodusa.com/ 

[ underlined items below for H.1572 are linked on the North Dakota Legislative website ]
01/19 House Introduced, first reading, referred Human Services HJ 168
02/10 House Committee Hearing 09:00

02/12 House Reported back amend, dnp, placed on calendar y 007 n 006 HJ 508
02/13 House Amendment adopted, placed on calendar HJ 513
02/17 House Second reading, passed, yeas 051 nays 041 HJ 611
02/18 Senate Received from House SJ 508
02/25 Senate Introduced, first reading, referred Judiciary SJ 585
03/16 Senate Committee Hearing 09:00

04/02 Senate Reported back, do not pass, placed on calendar y 005 n 000 SJ 983
04/03 Senate Second reading, failed to pass, yeas 016 nays 029 SJ 996
04/03 House Returned to House HJ1137     

(6) South Carolina (H.3256 / S.450) - South Carolina Personhood Bills

SC House Personhood Bill:  SC House (52 sponsors, plus 1 error)

www.scstatehouse.gov/sess118_2009-2010/bills/3526.htm
www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net  (click on "RTL Act of SC")

www.RighttoLifeActofSC.net
2/12/2009  House   Introduced and read first time HJ-14

2/12/2009  House   Referred to Committee on Judiciary HJ-14      

SC Senate Personhood Bill:  SC Senate (13 sponsors) 

www.scstatehouse.gov/sess118_2009-2010/bills/450.htm
www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net  (click on "RTL Act of SC")

www.RighttoLifeActofSC.net
2/18/2009  Senate  Introduced and read first time SJ-8

2/18/2009  Senate  Referred to Committee on Judiciary SJ-8

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

b)  Two states are known to have Personhood ballot initiatives filed for 2009:

      - Mississippi, Oregon (see further details for each ballot initiative further below)

(1) Mississippi has two different citizen petition drives (Initiative #24 and Initiative #26) to place two Mississippi 

     Personhood Constitutional Amendments on the ballot in November 2010.

(a) Mississippi Personhood / Ultimate Human Life Amendment - Ballot Initiative # 24

             PETITION EXPIRATION DATE: December 22, 2009

               www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/initiatives/initiative0024.asp
               www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/InitPDF/24%20text.pdf
               www.personhoodamendments.com/
               www.personhoodamendments.com/state/index.php#MS
                                                         ULTIMATE HUMAN LIFE AMENDMENT

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all persons are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator

 with certain inalienable Rights, that among these are the Right to Life, that is, the Right to not have one’s life taken

 from them.  Therefore, the government of the State of Mississippi shall recognize and defend the God-given Right

 to Life of all persons equally in accordance with Section 14 of the State Constitution of 1890.  The word “person”

 shall apply to all human beings, regardless of race, color, creed, religion, citizenship, ancestry, national origin, sex,

 age, health, function, or condition of dependency, at all stages of biological development from fertilization until 

 natural death.”

“No person shall deprive another person of life by assisting or aiding in their suicide.  No person shall deprive an

 unborn person of life; provided, however, that nothing in this amendment shall prohibit a law allowing justification

 to be shown for only those medical procedures required to prevent the death of either the pregnant woman or

 her unborn offspring as long as such law requires every reasonable effort be made to preserve the life of each.”

      (b) Mississippi Personhood Amendment - Ballot Initiative # 26
           PETITION EXPIRATION DATE:  February 13, 2010

             www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/initiatives/initiative0026.asp
             www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/initiatives/Init%20PDF/Petition.pdf
             http://personhoodmississippi.com/
Ballot Summary

"Initiative #26 would amend the Mississippi Constitution to define the word "person" or "persons",

as those terms are used in Article III of the state constitution, to include every human being from the

moment of fertilization, cloning, or functional equivalent thereof."

http://personhoodmississippi.com/files/ms/Petition.pdf
"Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Mississippi:

SECTION 1.  Article III of the constitution of the state of Mississippi is hereby amended BY

THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION TO READ:

Section 33.  Person defined.  As used in this Article III of the state constitution, "The term

'person' or 'persons' shall include every human being from the moment of fertilization, cloning

or the functional equivalent thereof."

(2) Oregon has a citizen petition drive (Initiative #30) to place an Oregon Personhood Constitutional Amendment 

    on the ballot in November 2010.

OREGON HUMAN LIFE AMENDMENT - Initiative 30

http://egov.sos.state.or.us/elec/web_irr_search.record_detail?p_reference=20100030..L.CYYY
- Petition filed with text of Personhood Amendment with Oregon Secretary of State, September 4, 2008 -    

   www.sos.state.or.us/elections/irr/2010/030text.pdf
- Certified Ballot Title by Oregon Attorney General, October 13, 2008 - 

   www.sos.state.or.us/elections/irr/2010/030cbt.pdf
- Upheld by judgment by Oregon State Supreme Court, December 8, 2008 -   

   www.sos.state.or.us/elections/irr/2010/030supct.pdf
- Blocked by court injunction resulting from lawsuit from continuing to gather signatures, sometime in 2009

- Deadline for submission of petition signatures to Oregon Secretary of State Office, July 2, 2010, for General Election, Nov. 2, 2010

   www.personhoodamendments.com/
   www.personhoodamendments.com/state/index.php#OR
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

2)  2009-2010 State-Level other selected Legislation
    - Two states are known to have other principled pro-life legislation filed in the State Legislatures for 2009:

    - Georgia, Virginia 

a) Georgia - HB 1 - Crimes and offenses; prenatal murder; define; provisions

www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb1.htm
11/17/2008 House Prefiled

01/13/2009 House First Readers

01/14/2009 House Second Readers
Type bill: state-level bill which presupposes personhood of fetus from conception; bill’s sponsor characterized main thrust 

of the bill as designed to have the civil magistrate to do his duty to punish those who take that life; and to do so, the bill also repeals all the incremental, murder-regulation legislation which has accumulated over the decades, which has allowed the baby to still be killed after, for example, the mother is told about the gestational development of her baby, or after she is offered an ultrasound.
“The General Assembly therefore makes the following findings of fact: 
(1) A fetus is a person for all purposes under the laws of this state from the moment of conception;”

b) Virgina - HB 1639 Human beings, preborn; constitutional right to enjoyment of life from moment of fertilization. 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?091+ful+HB1639
Status:

12/10/08  House: Prefiled and ordered printed; offered 01/14/09 090689616

12/10/08  House: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

02/10/09  House: Left in Courts of Justice

Type bill: state-level right to life at fertilization bill; does not assert legal personhood, but does assert

               the Virginia Constitutional right to enjoyment of life to be vested at fertilization for each "human being" :

"That life begins at the moment of fertilization and the right to enjoyment of life guaranteed by Article 1, § 1 of the Constitution of Virginia is vested in each born and preborn human being from the moment of fertilization."

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

                  God's Requirement for Murder is JUSTICE, not Regulation !!!   

                                    (Psalm 97:2, Proverb 21:3, Exodus 20:13, Exodus 10:24-26)
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       Johnny Gardner, director Voice of the Unborn (L)

       Steve Lefemine, director Columbia Christians for Life (R)
       First Floor Lobby, South Carolina State House, Columbia, SC (near SC Governor and SC LT Governor offices)

       Tuesday, June 16, 2009 (Special Session day for SC House and SC Senate)

       Christian men advocating “Personhood” to ESTABLISH JUSTICE for pre-birth human beings, in law, 

       at fertilization, and that without exception, because God’s Word says, “Thou shalt not kill [murder].”  

       Exodus 20:13

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
Reports on 2009 State-Level Personhood Bills and Constitutional Amendments:

These reports available on-line at:  www.ChristianLIfeandLiberty.net, click on “RTL Act of SC”
Maryland Delegate proposes Personhood Amendment for state Constitution

Cumberland Times-News, January 30, 2009, " Lawmaker wants to open public debate on 'the glory of life' "

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/2009-01-30-Maryland-personhood-amend.doc
Maryland State Constitutional "Personhood" Amendment 

State-level Personhood legislation is already being pursued in Maryland, 

North Dakota, and South Carolina for the 2009-2010 Legislative Session

February 10, 2009

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/2009-02-10-Maryland-Const-Person-Amend.doc
RIGHT TO LIFE ACT OF SOUTH CAROLINA PERSONHOOD BILL INTRODUCED - Press Release (E-mail)

FILED WITH TOTAL 45 SC HOUSE SPONSORS

February 12, 2009

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/2009-02-16-RTLActofSC-PERSONHOOD-BILL-INTRO-02-12-PR.doc
North Dakota Personhood Bill Passes House, First In US History - Press Release (E-mail)

February 17, 2009

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/2009-02-24-PERS-ND-passHouse-e-mail.doc
SOUTH CAROLINA "PERSONHOOD" COMPANION BILL INTRODUCED IN SC SENATE - Press Release (E-mail)

FILED WITH TOTAL 10 SC SENATE SPONSORS

February 18, 2009

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/2009-02-19-SC-PERSONHOOD-Senate-Companion-Bill-INTRO-02-18-PR.doc
Montana Personhood Constitutional Amendment Passes Senate, First In US History - Press Release (E-mail)

February 26, 2009

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/2009-02-27-PERS-MONT-passSenate-e-mail.doc
North Dakota Senate defeats 'personhood' bill     

North Dakota Roman Catholic Bishops help defeat bill
April 3, 2009

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/2009-04-03-ND-Senate-ND-RC-Bishops-defeat-personhood-bill.doc
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

2007-2008 STATE-LEVEL PERSONHOOD BILLS and CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS:

2007-2008 State-Level Personhood (and other selected) Legislation

- Including State-Level Personhood Bills and Constitutional Amendments 

- CO, GA, MISS, MT, OR, SC, VA

Updated February 14, 2008 / Corrected and Revised November 19, 2009

http://righttolifeactofsc.blogspot.com/2008/02/2007-2008-state-level-personhood-and.html
Personhood Amendment in Colorado (ballot initiative voted on November 4, 2008)

- Historic, first-time-ever, state-wide vote conducted on a "Personhood" Constitutional Amendment

www.coloradoforequalrights.com/
Colorado Personhood Amendment to State Constitution - results of November 4, 2008 ballot initiative

Amendment 48-Definition of Person Results

http://data.denverpost.com/election/results/amendment/2008/48-definition-of-person/
100% reporting ( 3215 precincts )

Ballot-Vote   Vote percentage   Vote count

No                    73.2%            (1,605,978)

Yes                   26.7%             (585,561)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

According to the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, personhood "collapses" the abortion "legal" [sic] argument:

The 1973 US Supreme Court Roe v. Wade decision instructed that if “personhood” for the “fetus” was established at fertilization, with no exceptions, then the [so-called] "legal" [sic] argument for abortion “collapses.” 

Establishing in law (by statutory change to the state's code of laws, or by a state constitutional amendment) legal 

"personhood" for pre-birth human beings, at fertilization, with no exceptions, satisfies the requirement spelled out 

in the infamous 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, to "collapse" the [so-called] "legal" [sic] argument for abortion.

In the very text of the Roe v. Wade US supreme Court decision it states:

“[Texas] argue[s] that the fetus is a “person” within the language and meaning of the Fourteenth Amendment… 

If this suggestion of personhood is established, the [pro-abortion] case, of course, collapses, for the fetus’ right to life would then be guaranteed specifically by the [14th] Amendment.”  

Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973):

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=410&invol=113

However, Texas law in 1973 did not firmly establish legal "personhood" at fertilization.  In addition, the Texas law that 

was challenged in Roe v. Wade had an "exception" to the ban on abortion (for the life of the mother) which undermined 

the entire "personhood" argument by Texas.  (It is never necessary to commit an abortion to save the life of the mother.  

All medical efforts should be made to save both the mother and the child, and the results left in the Hands of God.)

"Exceptions" to legal "personhood" are unconstitutional, as explained in the text 

of the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, and in a Justice Blackmun footnote therein [emphasis added]:

       “[ Footnote 54 ] When Texas urges that a fetus is entitled to Fourteenth Amendment 

       protection as a person, it faces a dilemma. Neither in Texas nor in any other State are 

       all abortions prohibited. Despite broad proscription, an exception always exists… 

       But if the fetus is a person who is not to be deprived of life without due process of law, 

       and if the mother's condition is the sole determinant, does not the Texas exception 

       appear to be out of line with the Amendment's command? ...”

In other words, if Texas had established "personhood" at fertilization, with no exceptions, there never would have been 

legalized abortion under Roe v. Wade.  

Right to Life Act of SC - news conference and "Jesus Christ is Lord of the Gates" 

pro-life rally - Jan. 17, 2006 

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/H3213-S111-1032.doc
Any "exceptions" to fetal personhood fatally undermine the entire "personhood" legal concept, 

just as it did in 1973.  For over 36 years now, the pro-life movement has failed to achieve the goal 

of ending child-murder-by-abortion by a state-level, statutory (or state-level constitutional amendment) 

declaration that pre-birth human beings are legal "persons" at fertilization, without exception.  

"Personhood" legislation, by statutorily vesting legal “personhood” at fertilization for ALL human beings, 

satisfies the Roe formula published over 36 years ago. 

The key legal issue presented in the very text of Roe, necessary to unravel the entire Roe framework, 

is statutorily vesting legal “personhood” at fertilization for ALL human beings, with no exceptions.

Either a "person" is a "person," or they are not.  Either ALL pre-birth human beings are legal "persons" 

at fertilization, or they are not.  There can be no "exceptions" to fetal "personhood."

In other words, pass "personhood" legislation in your state, as a bill, or as a constitutional amendment, 

and according to the U.S. Supreme Court Roe v. Wade decision itself, [so-called] "legal" [sic] abortion is over

in that jurisdiction.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

"If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.

"If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death,

and those that are ready to be slain;

"If thou sayest, Behold we knew it not;

doth not He that pondereth the heart consider it ?

and He that keepeth thy soul, doth not He know it ?

and shall not He render to every man according to his works ?"

Proverbs 24:10-12

Parable of the Good Samaritan

The Saviour said, "Which now of these three, thinkest thou,

was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves ?"

Luke 10:29-37, KJB  [ Answer:  It was the SAMARITAN, not the religious priest or Levite ! ]

"THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF."

Matthew 19:19, KJB

     "If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the truth of God

[ including EVANGELISM ] except precisely that little point which the world and the devil

are at the moment attacking [ i.e., in 20th/21st century America, CHILD-MURDER-BY-ABORTION ], 

I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christ."

     "Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proved and to be steady on all

the battlefield besides is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches at that one point."

Martin Luther, catalyst of the Reformation

(1483-1546)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

- This effort of passing Personhood legislation can begin with finding even just one Christian, principled

   "pro-personhood" pro-life / anti-abortion State House or State Senate member in your own state, and

   asking him to introduce a Personhood Bill.  Look at the links above to the actual six personhood bills

   for 2009-2010 in ALA, GA, MD, MONT, ND, and SC (two House and Senate companion bills), and consider  

   which version of Personhood legislation best fits your state's constitution, state laws, and state legislature.    

   Christians, Pray, and Get Started !!!  Abortion could have been banned over 36 years ago by vesting legal   

   personhood at fertilization with no exceptions.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Saviour said, "... I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."  Matthew 16:18

Steve Lefemine, pro-life missionary

dir., Columbia Christians for Life

PO Box 50358, Columbia, SC  29250

(803) 765-0916

CCL@ChristianLifeandLiberty.net

www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net  (click on "RTL Act of SC")

www.RighttoLifeActofSC.net
May 25, 2009 / Revised June 16, 2009 / Corrected and Revised Nov. 12, 2009 / Corrected and Revised Nov. 20, 2009

(This report reflects State-Level Personhood (and other selected) Legislation filed through June 2009.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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