'Christ'- Mass:  Biblical, Christian 'Holy Day' or Pagan, Romanist 'Holiday' ? 

Was the Messiah born on December 25th?  No, He was not.  

He was likely born during the Biblical Feast of Tabernacles (e.g., John 1:14).

"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt [tabernacled] among us,..."  John 1:14, KJB

____________________________________________________________________________________

"Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen...for the CUSTOMS of the people are vain" (Jer. 10:1-3).

"Christmas is coming! Quite so: but what is "Christmas?" Does not the very term itself denote it's source - "Christ-mass."  Thus it is of Roman origin, brought over from paganism. But, says someone, Christmas is the time when we commemorate the Savior's birth. It is? And WHO authorized such commemoration? Certainly God did not. The Redeemer bade His disciples "remember" Him in His death, but there is not a word in scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, which tells us to celebrate His birth...."

"Does any Christian reader imagine for a moment that when he or she shall stand before their holy Lord, 

that they will regret having lived "too strictly" on earth?  Is there the slightest danger of His reproving any 

of His own because they were "too extreme" in "abstaining from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul" 

(1 Peter 2:11)?  We may gain the good will and good works of worldly religionists today by our compromising on "little (?) points," but shall we receive His smile and approval on that day?  Oh to be more concerned about 

what HE thinks, and less concerned about what perishing mortals think."

"XMAS (Christmas)," by A.W. Pink

www.swrb.com/newslett/actualNLs/CHRISTMAS-AWPINK.htm
MORE FREE RESOURCES ON WHY CHRIST CONDEMNS CHRISTMAS

are at www.swrb.com/newslett/FREEBOOK/holyday.htm
_______________________________________________________________________________

“Puritans (in both England and New England) nor confessional Presbyterians recognized so called "holy" days. 

The only special days to be recognized by the church were the Lord's Day and days of fasting or thanksgiving, 

the latter days called on the occasion of significant providential events."

"There is no biblical warrant for special services connected with December 25th. Church meeting places should in general be simple and plain, without images or decorations. The pure preaching of the Word of God, the simple administration of the sacraments and the scriptural worship of God’s gathered people provide all the adornment needed for our assembly places. Faith comes by preaching, not by evergreen trees, colored lights, nativity pageants, or manger scenes with an idolatrous image of the Christ child."

"While a Christian might resent the general hostile anti-Christian attitude of the ACLU and businesses, 

in truth, Christ NEVER WAS IN Christ-MASS.”

"The MASS is an idolatrous perversion of the biblical ordinance of the Lord’s Supper."

Quotes from Pastor J. Glenn Ferrell, 12th December 2006

www.theamericanview.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1321
______________________________________________________________________________

The Origin and Practices of Christmas: Christian or Pagan ?

______________________________________________________________________________

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS AND CALENDARS - AN ENCYCLOPAEDIC HANDBOOK, 1993

Christmas Day

December 25

Christmas is the day on which Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

The Roman Catholic Church designates it as a day of holy obligation on which 

members of the Church must attend services.

Originally, the birth of Jesus was commemorated in the East on the Feast of 

Epiphany (January 6) but by 354, the Christmas Feast had taken hold in the 

West and was observed on December 25. Since the fifth century, most Eastern 

Orthodox Churches have celebrated the Nativity on December 25; however, 

some Eastern congregations, called "Old Calendarists," still use the Julian 

calendar and honor the birth of Christ thirteen days later, on January 7. The 

Armenian Church continues to celebrate "Old Christmas" on January 6.

As with many traditions surrounding Christmas, the selection of December 25 

as a commemoration of Jesus' birthday may be an example of the blending 

of Christian ideas and the pagan traditions they replaced. December 25 was 

the date of the Mithric observance of the "Birthday of the Invincible Sun." This 

also coincided with Saturnalia and the Winter solstice during the period when 

Mithraism was practiced in Rome. Since the day was already being kept as a

holiday, Christians may have adjusted the symbolism of the day, declaring it 

the birthday of their "Invincible Son." According to events in the Gospel of Matthew, 

the date of Jesus' birth may actually have taken place much earlier in the year.

The word "Christmas" means "the mass of Christ," and originated in the 11th century 

as a name for this feast. It was one of the most popular and universally celebrated 

holidays in Europe during the Middle Ages. During the Reformation, however, the 

celebration of Christmas began to decline in importance. Reformers engaged in

complex doctrinal arguments in an attempt to prove the celebration of Christmas 

was unscriptural. 

In some countries, the Protestant reforms brought about a ban of Christmas 

celebrations. By the time of the Restoration in 1660, however, the celebration 

of Christmas as a much more secular holiday was revived in these countries. 

In New England, Christmas remained outlawed until the mid-nineteenth century, 

and in Boston classes were held in the public schools on Christmas Day until 1870, 

with pupils who missed school that day being punished or dismissed. The mass 

immigration of Irish Catholics to New England brought about the reinstitution of 

Christmas celebrations.

_________________________________________________________________________

"Christmas.", DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIANITY IN AMERICA, 1990

Both the northern European and North American custom of exchanging gifts at 

Christmas... are possibly related to pre-Christian celebrations at the close of the 

year. The celebration of Christmas has sometimes been opposed as pagan by 

religious leaders. New England Puritans considered Christmas "popish" idolatry, 

and the Massachusetts General Court in 1659 passed an act against its celebration, 

though the law was repealed in 1681."

_________________________________________________________________________

"Christmas", THE WORLD BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA, Vol. 3, "C-Ch", 1997

"The first mention of December 25 as the birth date of Jesus occurred in A.D. 336 

in an early Roman calendar. The celebration of this day as Jesus' birth date was 

probably influenced by pagan [unchristian] festivals held at that time. The ancient 

Romans held year-end celebrations to honor Saturn, their harvest god; and Mithras, 

the [sic] god of light... As part of all these celebrations, the people prepared special 

foods, decorated their homes with greenery, and joined in singing and gift giving. 

These customs gradually became part of the Christmas celebration."

"In the late 300's, Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire... 

The popularity of Christmas grew until the Reformation, a religious movement of 

the 1500's. This movement gave birth to Protestantism. During the Reformation, 

many Christians began to consider Christmas a pagan celebration because it 

included nonreligious customs. During the 1600's, because of these feelings, 

Christmas was outlawed in England and in parts of the English colonies in America."

_________________________________________________________________________

"Christmas", COLLIER'S ENCYCLOPEDIA, Vol. 6, 1992

"... The suppression of the Mass during the Reformation led to a sharp change in 

the observance of Christmas in some countries. In England, the Puritans condemned 

the celebration and, from 1642 to 1652, issued a series of ordinances forbidding all 

church services and festivities.  This feeling was carried over to America by the Pilgrims 

and it was not until the nineteenth-century wave of Irish and German immigration that

enthusiasm for the feast began to spread throughout the country.  Objections were 

swept aside and the old traditions revived among Protestants as well as Catholics."

_________________________________________________________________________

"Christmas," COMPTON'S INTERACTIVE ENCYCLOPEDIA, 1997

THE CHRISTMAS WREATH

The use of evergreens and wreaths as symbols of life was an ancient custom of 

the Egyptians, Chinese, and Hebrews, among other peoples.  Tree worship was 

a common feature of religion among the Teutonic and Scandinavian peoples of 

northern Europe before their conversion to Christianity. They decorated houses and 

barns with evergreens at the new year to scare away demons, and they often set up 

trees for the birds in winter. For these northern Europeans, this winter celebration 

was the happiest time of the year because it signified that the shortest day of the 

year--about December 21--had passed. They knew the days would start to get longer 

and brighter. The month during which this festival took place was named Jol, from 

which the word yule is derived. Yule has come to mean Christmas in some countries. 

THE CHRISTMAS TREE

Trees and decorations. Ancient, pre-Christian winter festivals used greenery, lights, 

and fires to symbolize life and warmth in the midst of cold and darkness. These 

usages, like gift giving, have also persisted. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT GIVING

Gift giving is one of the oldest customs associated with Christmas: it is actually older 

than the holiday itself. When the date of Christmas was set to fall in December, it was 

done at least in part to compete with ancient pagan festivals that occurred about the 

same time. The Romans, for example, celebrated the Saturnalia on December 17. 

It was a winter feast of merrymaking and gift exchanging. And two weeks later, on the

Roman New Year--January 1, houses were decorated with greenery and lights, and 

gifts were given to children and the poor. As the Germanic tribes of Europe accepted 

Christianity and began to celebrate Christmas, they also gave gifts. 

Excerpted from Compton's Interactive Encyclopedia

Copyright © 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997 The Learning Company, Inc. 

All Rights Reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________

"Christmas," THE WORLD BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA, 1966 Edition

THE CHRISTMAS TREE

There are several stories about the origin of the Christmas tree. People in Scandinavia 

once worshipped trees. When they became Christians, they made evergreen trees 

part of Christian festivals. 

The Custom of decorating homes and churches with evergreens began in ancient 

times. The Romans exchanged green tree branches for good luck on the Calends 

(first day) of January. The English took this custom over for Christmas. 

THE YULE LOG

The custom of burning the Juul (pronounced yool) came from the Norse and 

Anglo-Saxons. They burned a huge oak log once a year to honor Thor, the god of 

thunder. After the Norse became Christians, they made the yule log an important 

part of their Christmas ceremonies. The Scandinavians adopted the word yule to 

mean Christmas. In Lithuania, the word for Christmas actually means log evening. 

The yule log became equally important in England. The English considered it 

good luck to keep an unburned part of the log to light next year's yule log. 

MISTLETOE

Mistletoe decorates many homes in the United States, Canada, and Europe at 

Christmastime. No one knows exactly how mistletoe became connected with 

Christmas. Ancient Celtic priests, called Druids, used to give people sprigs of 

the plant as a charm. Hundreds of years ago, some people in Europe used it at 

religious gatherings.

HISTORY

In A.D. 354, Bishop Liberius of Rome ordered the people to celebrate on 

December 25. He probably chose this date because the people of Rome already 

observed it as the Feast of Saturn, celebrating the birthday of the sun. 

_________________________________________________________________________

EXTERNALS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, 1917, page 134, 

authored by John F. Sullivan      

SOME CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS      

"When we give or receive Christmas gifts, and hang green wreaths in our homes 

and churches, how many of us know that we are probably observing pagan customs? 

We do not wish to assert that they are not good customs; but they undoubtedly 

prevailed long before Christian times. The Romans gave presents on New Year's Day, 

and our bestowing of gifts at Christmas is a survival of that practice, as well as a 

commemoration of the offerings of the Magi at Bethlehem. The Yule-log, a feature of 

Christmas in old England, goes back to the days of the pirate Norsemen. Holly and

mistletoe and wreaths of evergreen have been handed down to us by the Druids. And 

even our friend Santa Claus, that mysterious benefactor of our childhood days, existed 

in one form or another long before Christianity had attributed his virtues to St. Nicholas; 

for the god Woden, in Norse mythology, descended upon the earth yearly between

December 25 and January 6 to bless mankind.

But, pagan though they be, they are beautiful customs. They help to inspire us with 

the spirit of "good will" even as the sublime services of our Church remind us of the 

"peace on earth" which the Babe of Bethlehem came to bestow. May that spirit fill 

the heart of each of us on every Christmas Day!"

_________________________________________________________________________

Christian, Be a Truth-seeker !

Here are some more sources of information about the true nature of 'Christ'-Mass:

The Two Babylons - By Alexander Hislop

Chapter III, Festivals 

Section I. Christmas and Lady-day

www.sabbatarian.com/TwoBabylons/Babylon3-1.html
Why Do We Observe Pagan Festivals? 

www.elijahscry.org/gpage2.html
Concerning Messiah’s birth, most serious Bible scholars know that the Messiah was not born on December 25. 

They freely admit that it was a pagan holiday and many sources will even go so far as to admit that it was the 

birthday of Mithra (also known as ‘Tammuz’ by the Babylonians and as ‘Esus’ by the Druids)—a pagan deity 

that was proclaimed by his followers as the savior.

Holy Days or Holidays: Part 2--Birth of Messiah.pdf 

http://www.elijahscry.org/Download.html
Why We No Longer Celebrate Christmas

David Alan Black 

www.daveblackonline.com/why_we_no_longer_celebrate_chris.htm
"1.   There was no celebration at all by the early Church of our Saviour’s birth….until Constantine arrived." 

Christmas: Going On From Here

David Alan Black

www.daveblackonline.com/christmas.htm
"1.   Choose Faith: Obey your Lord. Making any change in our lives on the basis of a fresh understanding of Scripture requires faith."

The STRANGE FIRES of CHRISTMAS

www.touchet1611.org/ChristmasOutofChristintro.html
"Christmas is NOT in the Bible!" 

Santa Claus - THE GREAT IMPOSTER

www.av1611.org/othpubls/santa.html
_________________________________________________________________________

"I do not observe "Christ"-Mass because I do not believe it is a Biblical, Christian Holy Day; 

neither in its origins, nor in much of its worldly practice, although many Christians erroneously 

see it as a time to celebrate Messiah's birth.  It is yet another example of Biblical Christianity

polluted by the ungodly leaven of Roman Catholicism, which is itself rooted in Babylonian paganism.

It is my understanding that the Saviour was most likely born around the time of the Feast of Tabernacles 

(Leviticus 23:34) which is celebrated according to the Jewish lunar (Biblical) calendar around our 

modern-day months of September or October."

"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt [tabernacled] among us, ..."  John 1:14, KJB

Steve Lefemine

December 23, 2007

_________________________________________________________________________

World Net Daily - Christmas banned in America ... by Christians! 

December 20, 2008

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/2008-12-20-WND-ChristmasbannedbyChristians.doc
http://lefemineforlife.blogspot.com/2008/12/world-net-daily-christmas-banned-in.html
Roman Catholicism is NOT Biblical Christianity

http://lefemineforlife.blogspot.com/2008/04/roman-catholicism-is-not-biblical.html
Five Reasons Why Roman Catholicism is not Biblical Christianity

www.ianpaisley.org/tiara.asp?printerfriendly=true
Evangelism to Roman Catholics by a former Roman Catholic priest: 

The www.BereanBeacon.org website is the ministry outreach of former Catholic priest Richard Bennett.

The Pope Kissing The Koran

www.deceptioninthechurch.com/popekiss.html

[image: image1.png]


Here is a photo of the Pope at the end of an audience with Patriarch Raphael I of Iraq where 

"the Pope bowed to the Muslim holy book the Qu'ran presented to him by the delegation 

and kissed it as a sign of respect".

"The Two Babylons - Romanism and Its Origins," by Alexander Hislop (1916):

www.chick.com/catalog/books/0185.asp
"Where did the practices and beliefs of Roman Catholicism come from? In this scholarly classic, 

first published over eighty years ago, Alexander Hislop reveals that many Roman Catholic teachings 

did not originate with Christ or the Bible, but were adopted from ancient pagan Babylonian religion, 

and given Christian names." 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

AMERICA - A NATION UNDER DIVINE JUDGMENT.

Psalm 33:12; Proverb 14:34; Psalm 9:17; 2 Kings 24:1-4; Jeremiah 19:3-5; Psalm 106:37-42

"America repent" (music video)

"Contemporary Christian Artist: Tim Juillet"

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvu6hHLSpzk
"The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God."

Psalm 9:17, KJB

"But judgment shall return unto righteousness: and all the upright in heart shall follow it."

Psalm 94:15, KJB

Biblical "Separation" for a Nation 

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,..." 2 Corinthians 6:14-17a (KJB) 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE - IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. The Declaration of Independence 

is part of the organic law of the United States of America United States Code Annotated http://uscode.house.gov/search/criteria.shtml
http://lefemineforlife.blogspot.com/2007/10/biblical-separation-for-nation.html
The people of Iraq have far greater freedom to enshrine their national religion of Islam in the legal structure 

of their country than do Americans to honor Christianity and Biblical Law in the United States.  Christianity 

was by far the predominant faith of the founding generations of America, from Jamestown in 1607 to the 

Declaration of Independence in 1776, and beyond, as the historical record clearly shows:

No King but King Jesus!    ((Yeshua Messiah)

Declarations and Evidences of Christian Faith in America’s Colonial Charters, State Constitutions, 

and other Historical Documents during over 375 Years of American History: 1606 to 1982

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/NoKingbutKingJesus.doc
The Sixth President of the United States, John Quincy Adams (son of John Adams, the Second US President, 

and a signer of the Declaration of Independence), said: "The highest glory of the American Revolution was this; 

it connected in one indissoluble bond the principles of civil government with the principles of Christianity."  and 

"From the day of the Declaration... they (the American people) were bound by the laws of God, which they all, 

and by the laws of The Gospel, which they nearly all, acknowledge as the rules of their conduct."  Tragically,

today in 2008, American law has become exceedingly anti-Christian.  Witness the government-protected murder of One Million pre-birth human beings each year (www.ldi.org).

The Constitution of the United States should be amended as first proposed by the National Reform Association in 1864, with a Christian Amendment:  

Confession of the Saviour (Messiah) as the Ruler of Nations, including America, by amending the Preamble to the United States Constitution

In 1864, the National Reform Association advocated amending the Preamble of the Constitution of the United States to read, in substance:

     "We, the people of the United States, humbly acknowledging Almighty God as the source of all authority and power 

       in civil government, the Lord Jesus Christ as the Ruler among the nations, his revealed will as the supreme law of 

       the land, in order to constitute a Christian government, and in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, 

       insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the inalienable 

       rights and the blessings of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness to ourselves, our posterity, and all the people, do 

       ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America."  http://candst.tripod.com/nra.htm
Explicitly Christian Politics: The Vision of the National Reform Association

www.crownandcovenant.com/product_p/ds380.htm
"Since 1864 the National Reform Association has advocated an explicitly Christian approach to politics. 

In this book their vision of politics, based on the mediatorial reign of Jesus Christ over the nations, is explained for a new generation."

THE NATIONAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.; 

CONVENTION IN PITTSBURG ON INSERTING A RECOGNITION OF DEITY IN THE CONSTITUTION.

February 5, 1874, Wednesday

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=9D06E3DF173DE43BBC4D53DFB466838F669FDE
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?_r=1&res=9D06E3DF173DE43BBC4D53DFB466838F669FDE&oref=slogin
Further articles on the National Reform Association

http://www.puritans.net/news/natlreformasso113004.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Reform_Association_(19th_century,_U.S.)

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3944/is_200110/ai_n9003100
"... I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."  Matthew 16:18

    Yeshua Messiah

Hallelu-Yah !

Steve Lefemine, pro-life missionary

dir., Columbia Christians for Life

PO Box 50358

Columbia, SC

(803) 794-6273
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