  2006 SC "Show the Truth” Tour exposes abortion violence committed on children
 Legal progress for free speech made at Clemson University; returned to Greenwood and Florence

        (This Tour Report and other tour information is on-line at www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net, "Events") 

From November 24-27, Columbia Christians for Life conducted displays at six locations while on a short-term

pro-life mission trip touring four cities, a government high school, and two public universities in SC.  The pro-life missionaries distributed about 9,000 pieces of literature supplied by CCL, mostly pro-life, anti-abortion, and Gospel literature, as well as some on the truth about homosexuality.  We held large graphic pictures of the unborn victims of abortion, exposing the “unfruitful works of darkness” (Eph. 5:11) of abortionists.  Two large banners used at various locations declared, "Homosexuality Is Sin" and "Sodomy Is Sin."  Other flyers distributed dealt with Wal-Mart's funding of Planned Parenthood (PP) and sodomite organizations.  In addition, an estimated 5,000 pieces of literature supplied by Life and Liberty Ministries of Virginia was also distributed, including tracts on Planned Parenthood and Gospel cards.  Open-air preaching was also conducted at three locations, including both public universities.

     There were 15 in the core group mission team, including several young adults and children from two Virginia families and one entire family from West Virginia.  Participants ranged in age from 10 to 77 years old.  Only two core traveling group members were South Carolinians.  We were supplemented by a few others at some of the stops, but only a total of eight South Carolinians participated in any of the stops, including two Columbia-area pro-life missionaries, and the wife of one, a West Columbia pastor and one of his sons, and an Abbeville church elder.  

The following is a report of the events that took place on this 5th annual SC “Show the Truth” Tour:
Columbia (Harbison Blvd., Wal-Mart, Columbiana Mall):  Originally planned because of the huge shopping crowd on the day after Thanksgiving, the purpose broadened to include the national effort to expose Wal-Mart's support of sodomite organizations (SaveWalMart.com), and also Wal-Mart's funding of Planned Parenthood, 

the nation's largest chain of abortion centers (FightPP.org).  With a few locals joining the core group, 19 people with signs, the two sodomy banners, and literature apparently caused no small stir; the police reportedly handled 

a number of complaint calls from motorists displeased with our message.  Columbiana Mall's security claimed 

the area at their front entrance as their property, even out to the very curb of Harbison Blvd., near where we had several people stationed, and they called the Columbia police.  Four of us had to give ID, but no one was arrested.   

Clemson University (vs. USC football game):  There were battles at Clemson Univ. in Oct. 2003 and Nov. 2005.  Both times we were prohibited from free speech activity on the public sidewalk running along SC state highway 93 

in front of Bowman Field, under threat of a trespassing charge.  This year, as the effort to secure on-campus space through the Student Union continued to go in circles, an attorney from PA called the C.U. General Counsel's office, and a Clemson attorney subsequently issued a letter acknowledging we were free to use the sidewalk, and also that 

an on-campus space (Cox Plaza) was identified for our use at no charge (we had paid $50 for its use in Oct. 2003). 

Clemson University Assoc. General Counsel Letter to Steve Lefemine, dir., CCL - Nov. 9, 2006
On Nov. 25, a football Saturday morning, we set up on the highly visible sidewalk along SC 93 from about 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM, displayed the signs and two banners, and handed out literature to the slow-moving traffic headed for the 

12 noon game.  Several student pre-game gatherings were across the street. The bright yellow "Homosexuality Is Sin" banner was especially a target of  (intoxicated ?) student attention.  One male student wielding a small knife cut the banner while Aaron Murch and his sister Hannah held each end.  Steve confronted him, took his picture with a disposable camera, and then the pursuit began, involving at various points, Steve, Denny Green, his son Caleb,

a SC State Trooper, a CU PD officer, and Aaron.  We got him on video, a close car tag, and other identifying info., 

and he was eventually identified by the CU PD, and charged.  That incident significantly interfered with our ministry efforts, and although we did send some folks over to the on-campus "free speech" location at Cox Plaza, it was not very highly trafficked, and we never did send out literature distribution teams as we had planned.  Nevertheless, this access to the SC 93 sidewalk is a huge victory and precedent, as well as the free availability of the Cox Plaza "free speech" area.  As it turns out, there is also an internal Clemson debate occurring about campus free speech activities: 

"Protest steps out of bounds" / "Student organization questions University policies"
http://media.www.thetigernews.com/media/storage/paper863/news/2006/11/17/News/Protest.Steps.Out.Of.Bounds-2465437.shtml?sourcedomain=www.thetigernews.com&MIIHost=media.collegepublisher.com
http://mirrorimageorigin.collegepublisher.com/media/paper863/stills/3f30r847.jpg  (sign: "Adam & Eve, Not Adam & Steve")

"Man shoots friend over $20 football bet" (on Clemson / USC game)  www.msnbc.msn.com/id/15910831/
Greenwood (US 25 Bypass x Montague St.):  On last year's tour (Nov. 2005), the City Police shut us down from

using the truth horns to street preach, and then with 20 minutes left in the stop, the Greenwood County Sheriff's Dept. said we had to take down our graphic signs because they were getting a lot of calls from people that the signs were "offensive."  Constitutional argument with the Sheriff's major didn't work, and under threat of being ticketed for "breach of peace," we packed in our graphic signs.  Prior to this year's tour, an attorney from Virginia wrote 

letters to both the Sheriff's Dept. and the Police Dept.  This year we had absolutely no problems with any aspect of

our outreach here; use of graphic signs, preaching with truth horns, and handing out literature all went smoothly.  However in the week after tour, a letter from the Sheriff's Dept. to our attorney in VA said they were not aware of the date of our Nov. 25 event, and that they received no complaints, but that their position had not changed regarding our display of the graphic pictures of aborted children.  So for now the matter remains unresolved.  We may return.

National Legal Foundation Letters to Greenwood City Police and County Sheriff - Nov. 13, 2006 

GREENWOOD INDEX-JOURNAL - November 26, 2006 - "Pro-life group demonstrates on S.C. 25"
www.christianlifeandliberty.net/TOUR06-19.doc
Travelers Rest (Redeemer Presbyterian Church (PCA):  This was the only stop at which we did not show the signs, or hand out literature on the street, or open-air preach.  The reason for this stop was to confront the church in

which Mr. Bob Inglis, US Congressman, is a church elder.  Bob Inglis voted for federal spending which provided

funding for Abortion and Abortionists (see links to articles below), making him an Accessory to Murder.  Bob Inglis was publicly confronted, repeatedly, during the recent 2006 election campaign; and was also confronted by Steve Lefemine in writing in a letter dated Nov. 14, to which no response whatsoever was received from Mr. Inglis. The other elders had also been sent a letter prior to our visit.  On Sunday, Nov. 26, only three men, Steve Lefemine, Denny Green, and Rick Carpenter, got out of our vehicles, and went into Lakeside Middle School where this church meets.  We met first with one of the elders, who assured us with all sincerity that the matter we were bringing would be treated seriously, and that a response from the elders would be given.  The pastor also arrived.  He was clearly

not pleased with us.  A third elder, who had not received his letter sent in the mail, was handed a copy of the documentation, as had been the first elder.  As the pastor did not believe the requirement in Matthew 18 had been satisfied by sending Bob Inglis a letter, but that he must be confronted personally, we waited outside the government school building for Bob Inglis to arrive to see if he would be willing to speak to Steve.  Upon arrival, Bob Inglis first spoke one-on-one with Steve, with Denny and Rick standing off at a short distance away, and then with all three us.  The conversation in its entirety lasted almost 25 minutes.  Bob Inglis was asked to repent of his funding of abortion and abortionists, and to commit not to do so in the future.  His replies fell short of that request.  Contrary to the Bible, Bob Inglis also said he could "accept" rape and incest abortions. The matter is now in the hands of this church's elders. 

Note:  On Dec. 8, 2006, Bob Inglis did abstain from voting for HJ Res. 102, a bill to temporarily continue federal funding "business as usual" (including abortion and abortionist funding, see http://thomas.loc.gov) until Feb. 15, 2007. 

National Right to Life and SC Citizens for Life: BETRAYERS OF THE UNBORN 

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/AbortFund-06-03-NRL-SCCL.doc
MEDICAID Abortions, Planned Parenthood, Chemical Abortions All Funded By: 
Incumbent SC Republican Congressman Bob Inglis (SC 4th Distr.), and

Incumbent SC Republican Congressman Joe Wilson (SC 2nd Distr.)
www.christianlifeandliberty.net/AbortFund-06-01.doc
Planned Parenthood reports record 255,000-plus abortions last year (2004-2005) 
www.christianlifeandliberty.net/PP-06-01.doc
Columbia (Dreher High School):  Good stop outside a government high school with lots of pedestrian access.

Employed signs, the (repaired) "Homosexuality Is Sin" banner, and two-thirds of our group assigned to hand out

literature.  Police present (they were notified ahead of time as usual for our school visits), but did not interfere. 

Columbia (University of South Carolina):  Probably the best, most engaged stop of the tour.  We began with just literature from the public sidewalks that border the campus; with plenty of access to the pathways of hundreds of 

students at class change times.  We later broke out the signs, and at the same time, moved part of our group over to the campus "free speech" area reserved through the Student Union which had a small outdoor stage.  As we began setting up our signs and a couple of sign/Scripture banners, we were beginning to attract attention from the students in this "Patio" area behind the Student Union building.  When the preaching began, that took the intensity level up a couple of notches, complete with a heckler, but then after preaching, another of our speakers invited questions, and the dialogue, debate, and one-on-one ministry began, continuing until we left.  We were at USC about four hours.

Florence (W. Palmetto St. x S. Irby St.):  We arrived late at the Florence intersection, and so were only on the street from about 5 PM to 5:30 PM, Monday night, Nov. 27, instead of from 4 PM.  Voice of the Unborn director Johnny Gardner and his wife were present at about 4 PM however, and the Florence Morning News had a reporter and a photographer on the site - the excellent Florence Morning News article below is based on the interview with Johnny and his wife Kathy.  This is the first time since the five arrests on August 14, 2002 that CCL has sponsored an event in Florence.  The criminal charges against the five arrested were dropped in September 2003; we filed a federal lawsuit in August 2004; and the final out-of-court settlement and judge's consent order was signed on March 3, 2006, declaring the Florence parade permit ordinance unconstitutional and awarding our side $51,000.

Christian Pro-Lifers Win $51,000 First Amendment Settlement 
against City of Florence, South Carolina - Press Release (9/11/06) 
www.christianlifeandliberty.net/FLOREN16.doc
Monday night, we arrived around 4:45 PM, unloaded our signs, and deployed 12 people with signs radiating out from the intersection in all directions around 5 PM.  Two men also distributed literature to willing motorists.  

One black woman with her son in the front seat and possibly another child in the back seat, accepted literature, 

and approvingly talked about the graphic aborted baby sign being held by a young adult male on the sidewalk to 

her front.  The sign was a graphic picture of an aborted 21-week old baby, that said: "Planned Parenthood - Planned Murder."  The woman explained how a number of years ago, those type of signs were being held in 

New Jersey when she was there, pregnant, and considering abortion.  She changed her mind, the precious son that she bore (now an estimated 9 or 10 years old), was sitting right there in the front passenger seat.  Hallelu-Yah !   

Again and again we see and hear testimonies of how these type of graphic signs help change hearts and minds, and save little babies lives.  And to think that there are even some "pro-life" people who criticize the use of these signs !

This was probably not a full "test" of where we are now at with Florence - Lord willing, we will have to go back again in the future to test the water further, to see if free speech, free assembly, and freedom of religion is protected.
Two abortion opponents protest at Florence intersection
www.scnow.com/midatlantic/scp/news.apx.-content-articles-FMN-2006-11-27-0009.html
____________________________________________________________________________

